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Whale and Jazz Festival Returns
     The 6th Annual Whale and Jazz Festival arrives
this year with its biggest lineup ever. The Festival
has been extended to two weekends for the first
time to accommodate eleven South Coast events.
The Festival continues to expand as it has every year
since its inception.
     New this year will be an evening of music at the
Arena Theater featuring Motown tunes with a jazz
flavor.  Another new addition will be an afternoon
event at the Annapolis Winery.  The practice of stag-
ing events at local eateries continues and this year
welcomes the Redwood Grill.  St. Orres has been a
frequent venue as has the Sea Ranch Lodge.  Of
course, the main event will take place at the Gualala
Arts Center as will the ever-popular chowder con-
test.  Gualala Community Center and the Whale
Watch Inn round out the locations for this year’s Fes-
tival and, of course, actual watching of whales can
best be accomplished at the Point Arena Lighthouse.
     Kicking off the Festival on Thursday, April 3 at
7:00 p.m. at the Gualala Arts Center will be an
evening of Poetry and Jazz with California Poet Lau-
reate Al Young accompanied by bass player Dan
Robbins.   Also appearing will be local poets Stephen
Kessler, Blake More, Fionna Perkins,  Natalie Cox,
and Janet DeBar (also playing didjeridu) with Chris
Campbell  backing up on drums.  Poetry and jazz
have a strong connection in American culture and
make a perfect combination to start ball rolling.
     Many jazz lovers favor Dinner and Jazz.  St. Orres
Dining Room will provide just that the following
evening, Friday, April 4.  Two seatings, one at 6:00

pm and another at 8:00 pm, allow diners to enjoy St.
Orres renown food coupled with European Gypsy Jazz
performed by Bo Django Guitars with Northern Califor-
nia artists Paul Green and Ned Ripple.  Reservations are
strongly suggested to keep from being turned away.  Call
St. Orres at 884-3335 for details and reservations.
     Lunch is on the
menu Saturday after-
noon with the popular
annual Chowder Chal-
lenge.  Starting at 11:30
am until 2:00 pm the
Gualala Art Center will
be the scene of both
amateur and profes-
sional entries to please
the crowd.   Local wines
and microbrews will be available for tasting and, of course,
more jazz.  This event will feature traditional New Or-
leans Jazz by Barnebey’s Hot Four.  The $20 admission
includes the music, a commemorative beer or wine glass,
and 15 tickets to be used for tasting.  Fresh baked bread
from local bakeries will also be on hand.   Will anyone be
able to break Chef Sharon Gilman’s hold on first place?
     Immediately following the Chowder Challenge Gualala
Community Center will show several documentary films
on the subject of whales.  At 2:00 pm the 1976 film by
Scott Barry called The Mendocino Whale War will be
shown following by some fascinating shorts sure to en-
tertain our local whale-loving populace.  Admission is by
donation and no one will be turned away for lack of funds.
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From the Editor’s Desk
     We are very grateful for the many kind words we have received about our efforts so far with the
Lighthouse Peddler.  Many thanks to our readers and advertisers for their encouragement.
     This month we are introducing a new feature to the paper that we call Health Perspectives.  Our
area is blessed with many different types of alternative healing practices complimenting our won-
derful medical clinic, RCMS.  Each month we hope to present different viewpoints on health and
healing.  We begin this month with a newcomer to our area, Rebecca Bibbens.  She is a Traditional
Naturopath who has had extensive training in her native Australia. See page 6.
     The big entertainment news this month is the 6th Annual Whale and Jazz Festival.  New venues
are added every year and this year brings an exciting Motown Revue to the Arena Theater as well
as an afternoon in the sun up at Annapolis Winery.  See page 3.
     Our entire community was shocked and saddened by the sudden loss of Nicole Phillips LeGrand.
Friends and family  will celebrate her life at a dance concert and fundraiser at the Arena Theater on
April 26.  Information on the event can be found on page 8.
     Marghi Hagen, who we like to call our anti-war correspondent, returns this month with a reveal-
ing bit of information.  See “My Turn” on page 5.
    Madeline’s food column takes an unusual twist as she tackles the subject of Girl Scout cookies.
Her amusing and informative piece can be found on page 10.
     Charles Peterson, of course, is back as he begins to prepare to grow his own food on his newly-
acquired urban lot in Colorado Springs -page 13.
     We hope that you enjoy this issue as much as we did putting it together and if you do, we
wouldn’t mind a bit if you thanked our advertiser’s for making it all possible.
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Top of the Cliff
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     Save some energy for Saturday night as
the main event is presented at Gualala Arts
Center.  Jazz Prodigies, “a rare moment in
time” brings to the stage two young musi-
cians sure to amaze jazz fans with their vir-
tuosity.  First up at 7:30 pm is alto sax sensa-
tion, Grace Kelly, with her inventive en-
semble, performing familiar jazz standards
and her original compositions.  Having par-
ticipated in the certificate programs at both
Brookline School of Music and the New En-
gland Conservatory Preparatory School,
Grace is the youngest ever to complete the
four year Jazz Studies Certificate Program
at New England Conservatory Prep.
     Following intermission the exciting Elena
Pinderhughes Quintet will feature the 13-
year-old flute player and vocalist who is re-
turning by popular demand.  Already a vet-
eran of New York’s Carnegie Hall and Yoshi’s
in Oakland, Elena has even produced a de-
but album.  The evening will conclude with
the two prodigies combining forces on stage
for a Grande Finale.  Doors open at 6:30 pm
for beer, wine, and a martini bar along with
savory and sweet tapas plates available for
purchase.
     Sleep in Sunday morning and enjoy a re-
laxing spring day while contemplating a beau-
tiful, panoramic view of the sunset at the Sea
Ranch Lodge.  Executive Chef Robert
Schneider is preparing a special multi-course
menu for this special evening.  Fine wines
have been personally selected to pair with
the menu selections.  Advance reservations
may be made with a credit card guarantee, as
space will be limited.  There will be two seat-
ings for dining, at 5:30 pm and 8:00 pm with
details of the menu to be announced later.
     Food, of course, will not be the only thing
served up that evening as jazz pianist Susan
Sutton will join with guitarist Terry Simcik to
provide mellow jazz to go with your meal.
Susan has been performing for over twenty
years and has recorded seven albums cover-

     Comedy returns to the Arena Theater on April 2 with Jim Wiggins. Wiggins is a
veteran of the Tonight Show with Jay Leno, Last Comic Standing, the Las Vegas stage, and
is in strong demand on the comedy circuit. He’ll visit the theater for one show on Wednesday
April 2, 2008. Doors open at 6:30 pm with the show starting at 7:00 pm. The theater’s
beer and wine bar and concessions will be open. Tickets are $15 and are on sale now at The
Four-Eyed Frog Bookstore and The Sea Trader, Gualala, The Record Market & Cafe, Pt.
Arena,  Tangents, Ft. Bragg, and online at www.brownpapertickets.com.
     As one reviewer put it, comedy with Jim Wiggins is “silly stuff & sad stories, a chili bowl
of laughs and cracker barrel philosophy, slow cooked and spiced with hints of Will Rogers,
Mark Twain, and George Carlin. It will fill you up and stick with you for awhile.” Wiggins
bills himself as “The Last Hippie in America”, with a performance that is just as easygoing.
Like many babyboomers, Wiggins is at an age where “things have started to go wrong” and
each is worth some commentary and some great humor. Besides, babyboomers need
company too.

Arena Theater Presents
An Evening of Comedy with Jim Wiggins,

“The Last Hippie in America”
Wednesday April 2, 2008 • 7:00pm

ing a wide variety of musical styles.  She has
performed at Cypress Village Open House
events, been a guest performer at St. Orres,
and has been part of the last three Dinner
and Jazz events.   She will be joined by
Mendocino Coast artist Terry Simcik on gui-
tar.  Terry has performed in a number of dif-
ferent groups here on the coast including
the Mendocino Coast Jazz Trio which played
at the 2005 Chowder and Jazz event.
     The second weekend of events begins on
Saturday, April 12 at 1:00 pm at a new event
location this year. Take the short drive up to
the Annapolis Winery where you can enjoy
the music outdoors while taking in the
breathtaking views, fine wine, a cheese and
fruit selection, and, of course, great jazz.
This time around listen to the sounds of Bay
Area vocalist Christie Winn as she plays with
bassist Geoff Brennan and guitarist Steve
Bissinger.  Christie has performed at the
Montreux Jazz Festival, Yoshi’s, and numer-
ous other top venues.

     Saturday evening at 6:00 pm you can enjoy a ro-
mantic getaway at the Whale Watch Inn with a home-
made buffet and Parducci wines.  Take in the stun-
ning views as you listen to Susan Sutton again on
piano this time with Steve Webber on acoutic bass
and vocalist Linda Jean.
     In case you are looking for something a little more
upbeat for your Saturday evening entertainment head
on up to the Arena Theater for Arena Rhythm ‘n Jazz
as they present a Motown Jazz Soul Revue.  Vocalists
Rhonda Benin and Calvin Tillery team with pianist
Tammy Hall, Charles McNeal, sax, Jean Fineberg, tenor
sax, Cedricke Dennis, electric guitar, Ron Belcher,
bass, Marion Green, drums, with extra added attrac-
tion 13-year-old LaTonya Short on vocals.
     The concert begins at 8:00 pm with a set consist-
ing of a Norman Whitfield Jazz Suite arranged by
Tammy Hall.  The instrumental set will be inter-
spersed with vocals and includes such lengendary
numbers as “Ain’t Too Proud to Beg”,”I Heard It
Through the Grapevine”,”Papa was a Rolling Stone”,’
and “Just My Imagination.”
     Rhonda Benin has been singing since the age of
13.  Her career began with winning the vocal Jazz
ensemble division of “The Battle of the Bands” in the
1972 Los Angeles city-wide competition.  She has
since performed for 16 years with an experimental
group called the Cultural Heritage Choir and for 12
years with Mel Sharpen’s Big Money in Jazz Band and
has progressed through a series of successful col-
laborations culminating in the 2006 recording A Mat-
ter of the Heart.  Her sidemen for this April 12 gig is
the same basic organization that appear on the CD.
     Appearing with Rhonda is the versatile Calvin
Tillery.  Since recording his first hit in 1976 Calvin has
recorded five albums and appeared with a wide range
of performers including Carlos Santana, Patti LaBelle,
and Harvey Mandel to name just a few.
     Doors will open at 7:30 pm for the 8:00 pm show
and there will be beer and wine available.  Tickets are
$30 in advance and available at the usual locations for
Arena Theater events including online at
brownpapertickets.com.  Special thanks to Coldwell
Banker Real Estate for helping to bring this show to
the stage.
     Capping off the weekend by enjoying a sumptu-
ous brunch at the Anchor Bay favorite Redwood Grill
while listening to jazz and blues pianist Tammy Hall.
As a youth Tammy won a fine arts music scholarship
to the exclusive Hockaday School for Girls and upon
graduation went to Mills College in Oakland also on
a music scholarship.  The event is scheduled for 11:00
am to 1:00 pm and reservations are available at 884-
1639.
     Of course, the entire weekend is a good time to
visit the historic Lighthouse at Point Arena.  Though
there are many fine places along the coast to see the
grey whales’ northerly migration, the spectacular, pan-
oramic view from the top of the lighthouse structure
provides the best possible opportunity to see whales
blowing.
     Full details on this exciting weekend are available
at the website gualalaarts.org.

WHALE AND JAZZ  continued from cover

Elena Pinderhughes

Gentle Hands Moving
Local and Long Distance

Licensed & Insured

!

Packing & Boxes

937-4444!
P.O. Box  1712
Mendocino, CA
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707-785-3300
pob 675, gualala, ca 95445

707-785-3300
fax 707-785-3308

email hcurtis348@earthlink.net
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Scuttlebutt
by  Mitch McFarland
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Tours and
Lodging Available

by reservation only

Point Arena
707.882.2297

African Antelope
& Zebra Preserve

     With my experience working at the
Point Arena pier for 20 years as well as the
fact that I own a sport boat, you would think
that I might be deeply involved in the Ma-
rine Life Protection Act process.   Actually,
I have been avoiding becoming very in-
volved because every time I read some-
thing about it I get more confused than
ever.  I have read the Department of Fish
and Game’s website as well as the 1999
enabling legislative act.  I have read numer-
ous press reports and talked with a variety
of people locally who have followed the is-
sue.  I’m still confused and I am starting to
believe that perhaps this is not my fault.
     Let’s start at the beginning.  No one
believes that the oceans are in great shape.
Everyone I have spoken to understands that
conservation is good.  We all want a healthy,
productive ocean and we all know that hu-
mans, left to their own devices, will destroy
anything in nature that they get their unre-
stricted hands on.  That is why the MLPA is
generally good policy; but, as always, the
devil is in the details.
     I’m not going to go into all the discus-
sion that has transpired with the multitude
of acronyms and arcane bureaucratic defi-
nitions.  That would only serve to turn you
off and, if you are like me, probably make
you quit reading this column.  What I want
to examine is the process.
     First of all it is important to understand
that this is a very cumbersome process that
is intended to take years to complete.  This
is necessary because it is a very big and
important job, but also it is understood that
without taking the time to involve the pub-
lic there would be little support for the fi-
nal outcome. This seems reasonable ex-
cept that it creates an uneven playing field.
Among the so-called “stakeholders” are
many public scientists, environmental
groups, and industry people who do this as
a living.  Attending numerous meetings
around the state and studying hundreds of
pages of documents is their job.  Other
stakeholders are private individuals such
as our local fisherman and ordinary citizens
who must take time out of their lives and
money out of their pockets to participate.
You can see how this tilts the balance to-
ward those who have the resources to make
their opinions heard.
     Another problem that I see with the pro-
cess is that it is top heavy.  In additon to the
stakeholders there is a Science Advisory
Group which is designed to keep the pro-
cess on track by providing “expert advice
and information”.  Then there is the Blue
Ribbon Task Force.  This five member group
approves the final proposals before they
are presented to the Fish and Game Com-

mission for adoption.  I would feel much bet-
ter if one of their members, Catherine
Reheis-Boyd, wasn’t the Chief Operating
Officer of the Western States Petroleum
Association.  Those I have spoken to seem
to feel that these groups exist to be certain
that proposals coming out of the stakehold-
ers meetings conform to an unspoken, but
somewhat pre-determined outcome.
     It is almost as if the stakeholders are be-
lieved to represent the worst in human na-
ture and the experts represent the best in
human nature and the process is designed
to insure that the experts’ viewpoint pre-
vails.  If it were that simple I could under-
stand, but it is not.  The scientists do repre-
sent the interests of marine conservation,
but they also have in mind their own agen-
das and careers and while the stakeholders
partly include those who “take” marine re-
sources, it should not be assumed that con-
servation is not part of their thinking.
     Local activist, Allan Jacobs, believes that
to this end the discussions are aimed at a
moving target.  Definitions are altered and
often unclear. Even in the least restrictive
Marine Conservation Areas, allowable uses
“may be permitted”.  Just what are you choos-
ing when you recommend a place to be a
Conservation Area? Will we be permitted to
transit a reserve area in our boat or will we
have to travel several miles around it to get
back to port?  The answer is not always clear
and subject to change.  It is like buying a
used car and trusting the seller that it runs
just fine.
     My biggest problem with the system is
that so many actions of government take a
meat cleaver approach.  Some call it one-
size-fits-all.  They start with an otherwise
laudable goal and then promulgate rules or
regulations that are uniform across the board.
What this does is eliminate any nuance or
reference to local conditions.  For example,
why is abalone picking even a part of the
MLPA?  Because of concern about certain
species all species must receive additional
“protection”; but abalone are already one of
the most protected and restricted of fisher-
ies.   Fish and Game biologists have research
that shows that abalone in Northern Califor-
nia are not threatened, yet don’t expect any-
one on the Science Advisory Team to men-
tion that.  Doing so could hardly help to get
them a seat on the next Science Advisory
Team.  Yes, there is a threat from poachers,
but rather than increase enforcement of ex-
isting regulations, they want to reduce the
number of areas that abalone can be taken.
That is ridiculous.  There were X number of
abalone licenses issued in 2007.  At 24 aba-
lone per license that means that Y abalones
can be legally taken out of the ocean.  What

250 Main Street, Point  Arena
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Janis Dolphin
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Point Arena,CA 95468
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 Salmon, rockfish and albacore fishing
 Abalone diving, free dive spearfishing
Whale watching, weddings, sightseeing

FAIR CHASE SPORT FISHING

All fishing and dive gear, meals, drinks and the processing of your catch
are included at no additional cost

Fair Chase departs out of picturesque Arena Cove, located a brief 20-
minute drive from the Sea Ranch

Fairchasesportfishing.com     884-9168

...

884-1041
Open Every Day

39350 Hwy. One, Gualala

Fresh Seafood, Steaks & Pasta

All natural beef, chicken, vegetables & salads
DAILY SPECIALS

The Best View on the Coast

Closed for Remodeling
Oceansong will reopen July 1st

See You Then!



April 22 is Earth Day!
Global warming is our most urgent environmental
problem: The time for waiting and inadequate so-
lutions is over. On Earth Day, April 22nd, join the
Lighthouse Peddler by contacting your national
leaders and demanding bold, swift and fair action
to tackle climate change.


